
 

Australia’s Patent Landscape 
 

So how many patent applications are made each year – and who makes them? In 2020, 29,293 
standard* patent applications were received in Australia, according to IP Australia’s Australian 
Intellectual Property Report 2021. 
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Most standard patent applications in Australia are actually filed by non-residents. In 2020, this trend 
continued with non-residents responsible for 92% of the total applications filed in Australia. For 
instance, Saluda Medical makes it to the top of the list of Australian medical technology companies 
in the graphic above with just five patent applications filed. However , US-based medical devices 
company Covidean LP tops the overall list with 92 applications filed in Australia. 

SMEs accounted for 81% of standard patent applications filed by businesses operating in Australia 
during 2020, while the remaining 19% were filed by large firms.  

In 2020, the top five foreign countries of origin for applications were the US (applicants from the US 
were named in 13,122 applications), China (2,358), Japan (1,643), Germany (1,344) and the UK 
1,253).   

As in previous years, medical technology was the leading class with 3,701 applications in Australia 
followed by pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, organic fine chemistry, civil engineering, computer 
technology and digital communication.  
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IP rights granted in Australia do not provide protection in other countries. To protect IP in other 
countries, Australian inventors must file patent applications abroad. In 2019 (latest data), Australians  
filed 9,533 applications overseas – almost four times the number that Australians file domestically. 

* These figures do not include innovation patents that provide a shorter (8-year) protection term for ideas that meet a 
lower inventive threshold. The Federal Government does not believe innovation patents are meeting its policy objective of 
supporting SMEs and the final date to file an innovation patent in Australia is 25 August 2021. 

 


